
 

  
 

Safeguarding New York’s Wildlife and Natural Systems in a Changing Climate  

Date: July 28, 2009 

 

Location:  NYSDEC Albany, New York; also available via NYSDEC regional offices 

through video conferencing and NWF webinar  

 

8:30 – 9:00  Coffee/light breakfast and sign in 

 

9:00    Welcome:   Patricia Riexinger, Director, NYSDFWMR   

George Gay, National Wildlife Federation 

 

9:20  Keynote Speaker:  Judith Enck, NYS Deputy Secretary for Environment 

 

The Need for and the Steps to Develop Adaptation Measures   
Moderator: George Gay  

 

9:35 – 10:35 “Climate Change in the Northeast and the Need for Adaptation Planning”  

Speaker: Hector Galbraith, Manomet Center for Conservation Science  

 

10:35 – 11:00 “Birds and Climate Change, Ecological Disruption in Motion”  

Speaker:  Jillian Liner, Audubon New York 

 

11:00 – 11:25 “Overview of Adaptation Planning: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service”   

Speaker: Rick Bennett, USFWS  

 

Case studies:  Current Adaptation Work in NY  

Moderator: Sean Mahar, Audubon New York 

  

11:25 – 11:55 “Sea Level Rise”  

Speakers: Sarah Newkirk, The Nature Conservancy; Robin Schlaff, NYSDEC 

 

11:55 – 12:30 Lunch (provided @ central office only)  

 

12:30 – 12:55 “Adirondacks and Climate Change” 

Speaker: Zoe Smith, Wildlife Conservation Society 

 

12:55 – 1:20 “NYS Water Resources; Planning for Climate Change”  

Speaker: Rebecca Schneider, Cornell Department of Natural Resources 

 

1:20 – 1:45 “Rising Waters: Helping Hudson Valley Communities Adapt to Climate Change” 

Speaker: Katie Dolan, The Nature Conservancy  

  

 

 

 



 

 

1:45 – 4:00 Next Steps   
 

Climate Change Legislative Update 

Moderator: Jessica Ottney, The Nature Conservancy 

 

1:45 – 2:05 “Waxman-Markey Bill and a National Fish and Wildlife Adaptation Strategy” 

Speaker: John Kostyack, National Wildlife Federation 

 

2:05 – 2:15 “Update on NYS Climate Change Bills” 

Speaker: David Gahl, Environmental Advocates of New York 

 

2:15 – 4:00   Where Do We Go From Here? An Interactive Discussion  
Moderators: Patricia Riexinger, George Gay and Mark Lowery, NYSDEC 

 

What should we be doing now?  

How do we do it?  

How can we best implement adaptation strategies? 

Should we form an adaptation coalition?   

Do we need a steering committee to shepherd our future work? 

Next workshop focus? 

Post-workshop survey feedback? 

Other topics?   

 

Notes:  

 


